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When considering an Episcopal response to poverty and justice, we must consider our response to generational
poverty.

We often describe generational poverty in economic terms—the lack of financial resources passed from one
generation to the next. But as people of faith, we know poverty is never only about money. It can also be about
opportunity, stability, education, health, hope, and the relationships that help a person flourish. It is the accumulation
of barriers that can leave individuals and families feeling trapped by circumstances they did not create.

A Scriptural Episcopal Response to Poverty and Justice

Throughout Scripture, God consistently calls God’s people to notice those whom society overlooks. The prophets
speak of justice rolling down like waters. Jesus announces good news to people in need. This is not because poverty is
somehow holy, but because every person bears the image of God and deserves to live with dignity. The Gospel
reminds us that God'’s kingdom is one where no one is forgotten and where neighbors take responsibility for one
another.

Moving Beyond Charity to Systemic Change

The Episcopal Church has long understood that charity alone, while important, is not enough. Offering food to the
hungry or shelter to those without a home is an act of compassion and mercy. Yet our baptismal covenant also calls us
“to strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being.” That promise invites
us to ask deeper questions. What systems keep families in poverty for generations? What barriers prevent children
from accessing quality education, affordable housing, healthcare, or meaningful employment? How might God be
calling us not only to respond to immediate needs but also to help change the conditions that create those needs?

Building Communities of Hope: An Episcopal Response to Poverty and
Justice

Communities of faith are uniquely positioned to become places of hope. Churches can build relationships across
economic divides, mentor young people, partner with schools and nonprofits, support affordable housing initiatives,
and advocate for policies that strengthen families. Sometimes the most transformative ministry begins not with a
program but with listening—hearing the stories of our neighbors without judgment and allowing those stories to shape
our response.

There is a temptation to believe that generational poverty is too large or too complex for any one congregation to
address. Yet the Gospel has always grown through small acts of faithful love. A shared meal. A tutoring program. A
scholarship. A job connection. A friendship that reminds someone they are seen, valued, and not alone. These acts
may seem ordinary, but in God’s hands they become seeds of transformation.

The work of breaking the cycle of generational poverty is ultimately the work of hope. We must believe that God'’s
future is not determined by our past. Resurrection is stronger than despair. Every child deserves to imagine a future
filled with possibility. As followers of Christ, we are invited to become partners in that holy work—building
communities where dignity is restored, justice is pursued, and hope is passed from one generation to the next.
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The Rev. Alex Sherrill (he/him) serves as Priest-in-Charge at St. John's Episcopal Church (College Park) and is
the Southwest Atlanta Convocation Representative on the ECF Board of Directors. Alex discerned a call to the
priesthood after a 16-year career in residential construction. Learn more about the ECF Board of Directors

SUPPORT ECF

Your one-time or monthly donation allows us to serve people experiencing poverty and oppression throughout
our Diocese. Make a donation at https://episcopalcommunityfoundation.org/donate/
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